[A case report on tuberculosis with remittent fever after tonsillectomy in a patient under CAPD].
This report pertains to a case of chronic renal failure with remittent fever after tonsillectomy. The patient was 45-year-old female who had been undergoing continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) for five years. She was admitted to our hospital after being diagnosed as having pyrexia with tonsillitis. A tonsillectomy was performed. Although several symptoms and signs, such as fever, positive CRP and accelerated ESR, improved transiently by the seventh postoperative day, remittent fever and cervical lymph node swelling suddenly recurred after the eighth postoperative day. In spite of the antibiotic therapy, the fever continued for two weeks thereafter. A culture to check for acid-fast bacilli was negative, but on epithelioid cell granuloma with a small central abscess was found in the biopsy specimen of the lymph node. INH was prescribed to her. After three days of INH administration, the patient became afebrile. Patients with long-term dialysis are known to be very susceptible to tuberculous diseases. However, to date, there has been no report of tuberculosis being accompanied by a fever after a tonsillectomy. As it might be difficult to make a tubercular diagnosis on such a febrile patient, early antituberculous chemotherapy is recommended for patients with antibiotic-refractory fever.